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Things are happening at Paynesville Maritime Museum and it is an exciting time to get
involved. We will be issuing the PMM Journal twice per year to distribute the
longer research works so our readers can be involved as well. Feedback is welcome
Special points of
interest:

Welcome to Issue Two

•

In this issue:

•

Building of the
SS Gippsland

Paynesville Maritime Museum is proud to bring to our members and supporters the second issue of The PMM Journal which is intended to supplement
the monthly PMM e-Bulletin with the longer stories and research reports that
the e-Bulletin format and timetable does not support.

•

Victor Gotch—
naval architect
and engineer

Subject to having sufficient material available each time, we plan to publish
The PMM Journal two times each year.

•

Indigenous fishing methods

•

Bob Bills—
speedboat racer

•

The Unique
connection

Whilst the aim is to publish as much original PMM material as we can we will,
where it brings related material to the attention of our readers, reproduce information from other societies and sources.
The format for The PMM Journal is a covering email with each of the articles
attached as pdf files. Not only does this save our volunteer editorial crew a lot
of heartache in not having to rerjig everything to a standardised format, but
in turn means we can spend more time researching and looking for interesting topics for the readers. A side benefit is that you can just print off the ones
you specifically want to take with you down to the boat (or whichever quiet
corner the cool drink is located in) and have a relaxing read.
Please let us know your comments and preferences for The PMM Journal as
only with your input can we develop the Journal as a truly representative publication.

Contents
•

The Building of the SS Gippsland—The SS Gippsland was the biggest and best known of the steamers built at Paynesville for the Gippsland Lakes trade and this story traces its design and construction.
Author—Andrew Bould

•

Sylvius Eriksen—Like many others of the steamer era, Eriksen was of
Danish descent and played a pivotal role in the development of effective
shipping on the Gippsland Lakes. It was the insight of Sylvius Eriksen
that established the Slip at Paynesville.
Author—Sandra Hargreaves

•

The Maritime History of Paynesville—originally written for the PMM
website, it was felt that this time-line was too good to not give wider distribution to. A baseline work for anyone wanting to do further research.
Author—Peter Stokes

•

The Burrabogie Story— The name Burrabogie is well known but the
ship herself is little understood and this photo-essay leads through from
launch on the Murray as a paddle steamer to her final decommissioning
as the last surviving steamer on the Lakes.
Author—Rob Cook

•

Paynesville—Named for Captain Payne— Who was Captain Payne
and how did the little fishing village get to be named after him?.
Author: Linda Wilkinson

•

Paynesville and the Great War—The story uncovered during PMM
research into World War One from a Paynesville perspective. Originally
delivered to a combined PMM and RSL audience as part of History
week 2015.
Authors: Christine Svenson and Rob Cook

•

Faces and Places—A new feature for The PMM Journal where we will
publish additional information that comes to light regarding articles in
earlier issues of the Journal. This time some more about Victor Gotch.

Read and enjoy.
PMM members are invited to contribute their work for publication
in The PMM Journal. Contact PMM for details of layout, font size etc.
This PMM Journal is sent to friends and supporters of PMM as well to our members, if
you would prefer to not receive these Journals then please reply by return and request it.
For those who can see it is a good thing to support and belong to, then tell us and we
will send a membership form. Membership of PMM is just $30 per year.

PAYNESVILLE – NAMED AFTER CAPTAIN PAYNE
Linda Wilkinson

Abstract: The town of Paynesville in East Gippsland, Victoria is named after
Captain Charles Bradney Payne, Chief Harbour Master for Victoria and
responsible for all Victorian harbours and fisheries in the 1870s. His visit to the
area in May 1879 resulted in the local fishermen re‐naming the village
Paynesville in his honour. This article describes the life of Captain Payne and
the circumstances that led to the naming of Paynesville.

“Paynesville. Named after Captain Payne, a harbour master. Originally called Tarnalook
(sic)”.
“…Capt. Chas. Payne, served as first harbour master there”.1

Captain Charles Bradney Payne c. 1880s.2

Charles Bradney Payne is not a household name, even in the town named for him. In
Paynesville, Gippsland and in local histories he is usually referred to as Captain Payne, but
he has been a hazy figure with not much known about him. Today, Paynesville – the town
named after him, is a small town located on the banks of the Macmillan Straits in the
Gippsland Lakes, South Eastern Victoria.
Back in 1879 when Captain Payne visited it was a small fishing village with a cluster of tents
and shacks strewn along the lake shore. A far cry from the holiday and retirement
destination that Paynesville has become.
So who was the man who gave his name to this little fishing village, and how did he earn this
honour?
Charles Bradney Payne was born in Osmington, Dorset, England on 5 November 1827, the
fourth son of Admiral Charles Frederick Payne, RN. His uncle and brothers all held
commissions in the Royal Navy or the Royal Marines. His mother Barbara Ann Ffolliott was
the daughter of Commander Ffolliott of the Royal Navy.3
With the sea virtually running in his veins, it is no surprise that Charles entered the Navy in
1842 at the age of 15. His first posting was as a Midshipman aboard the HMS Queen. He had
a rapid rise through the ranks becoming Mate in 1847 and Lieutenant aboard HMS Victory in
1848. As first lieutenant of HMS Herald he was engaged in surveying the islands off the
north‐east coast of Australia and it was at this point that he made the decision to settle in
Victoria and subsequently gained his discharge from the Herald in 1854.4
In 1854 he married Miss Josephine Simmons of Hobart. They were to have seven children.5
His first appointment in Victoria was as Inspector of Steamers with the Customs
Department. From here he served in the Penal Department as Inspector of Prison Hulks
which were based in Hobsons Bay, Williamstown, Victoria. For the following ten years he
held various positions associated with shipping, lighthouses and ports.

Captain Payne, pictured second from right, in the uniform of a Staff Officer of the Victorian
Volunteer Force. c1850s. 6
In 1867 he and Sir George Verdon, then Treasurer of Victoria, returned to England to
procure a ship that was to form the beginnings of the Victorian Navy. They returned to
Victoria with the frigate HMS Nelson. He commanded the Nelson for the following three
years. 7
Payne is reputed to have suggested that Victoria adopt the imperial crown for inclusion on
the Victorian flag in 1877.8
When the position of Chief Harbourmaster became vacant he was appointed and served in
this position until his retirement in 1880.
It was during his term of office as Chief Harbourmaster that he visited Gippsland. Part of his
role included Inspector of Fisheries. Two issues had been raised by Gippsland residents –
one was the snagging and blocking of the rivers flowing into the Gippsland Lakes, the other
was the issue of boundaries and fishing rights in the Lakes. His visit in 1878 recommended
that the mouth of the Tambo River and others be deepened by dredging. The issue of the
fishing rights was postponed pending a detailed report.9
Payne returned to Gippsland in May 1879 and met with the Gippsland Lakes fishermen. A
delegation of fishermen came aboard the steamer Kangaroo whilst it moored off Raymond
Island. The issues raised by the fishermen included





the fish market in Melbourne having a monopoly for the distribution of fish
the cost of railway transport for the fish on the train system that went from
Melbourne to Sale, and had only opened the previous year.
Opposition to the use of seine nets for catching fish.

This meeting has been captured for posterity by an illustrator from the Illustrated Australian
News who accompanied the delegation of officials.10

We can see in the picture the delegation of the fishermen in the foreground, anxious to get
their messages across. Seated at the top of the picture with notebook in hand we have
Charles Bradney Payne listening intently to all that the fishermen have to say. The fishermen
are represented by H. Watson, D. Alexander, W. Robertson and W. Carstairs.
After the delegation leaves it is reputed that the fishermen were so pleased that Captain
Payne had listened to their grievances and offered some solutions that they declared the
fishing village on the mainland opposite Raymond Island to be known as Paynesville. And
Paynesville it has remained. The report in the Illustrated Australian News two weeks later
indicates the adoption of the new name.

“…the engraving represents the principal fishing station, now known as Paynesville,
situated on the main land opposite Raymond Island. There are about seventy or
eighty fishermen located there, many with wives and children” 11
The article goes on to describe the Paynesville of 1879.
“The place promises to be of considerable importance, being close to the direct road
to Bairnsdale. During the visit of the commission many matters of importance were
discussed, among which was the establishment of a school which would induce the
settlement there of many families. The place is rustic, and of course a little primitive,
the huts of the fishermen being originally canvas, more or less enclosed and built
over with the ti‐tree boughs or cane and thatched with reeds, the material for which
is abundant. Many of these huts have good chimney stacks constructed of poles and
interwoven with sticks, hurdle fashion, and more or less faced with mud where found
necessary. Some of these habitations are remarkably snug and comfortable, being
nicely lined, and protected from the weather by a break‐wind composed of a
substantial palisading of the ti‐tree boughs. The darkly tanned fishing nets are spread
out to dry, huge piles of baskets ready for loading, stacks of firewood for the passing
steamers, and the ever picturesque fishing boats, all contribute to make a picture
perfectly artistic, and at the same time practically suggestive of this natural and
time, honored industry. As our illustration shows, the country is well timbered ; the
substantial building to the right is the curing establishment belonging to Mr. H. C.
Koenig, whose enterprise deserves every success. The fishing business of the Lakes is
of considerable importance and magnitude, 1200 baskets being frequently sent to
Melbourne in a week.” 12

The name Paynesville remained. For a number of years there was a tussle between the
gazetted name Toonalook (proclaimed in 1885) and the unofficial name of Paynesville. It
wasn’t until about 1900 that the name Toonalook disappears and Paynesville becomes
entrenched, even to the point of the Post Office being re‐labelled in 1881. 13 The name of
Paynesville was not proclaimed as official until 1952.14
As well as his professional and family life, Payne was for many years the Secretary of both
the St Johns Ambulance Society and the Humane Society.15
Whilst in Victoria he lived in Williamstown and in his later years in South Yarra in a home
named “Osmington” after the village of his birth. Two of his sons pre‐deceased him
contributing to increasing ill health and speeding his retirement from active service.
Charles Payne retired from active working life in 1880, but continued his service as a
committee and board member of the Marine Board and the Steam Navigation Board.16
Payne died in his home in South Yarra on 31 March 1890, and is buried in the Williamstown
cemetery.17
He was succeeded by his wife Josephine, his surviving sons Frederick Gordon, Harry Francis
and Cecil Herbert, and his daughters Anne Josephine and Fanny Lydia.
Note: The Paynesville Maritime Museum committee would like to make contact with any
descendants of Captain Charles Bradney Payne for upcoming celebrations in Paynesville. It is
believed that descendants may be residing in Victoria, Tasmania and New Zealand.
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Sylvius Eriksen
Ship Builder and Slip Owner
Sandra Hargreaves

Abstract: Sylvius Eriksen was a pivotal figure in shipbuilding on the Gippsland lakes, building
not only some iconic ships but establishing the Paynesville Slip on which the operational
industry depended.

Hans Peter Sylvius Eriksen
As the late nineteenth century moved towards the twentieth century, Hans Peter Sylvius Eriksen
was a familiar figure of the Paynesville community. He appeared regularly in local newspaper
items and they reflected his participation in many aspects of the community. Prior to
commencing the slip in Paynesville, Eriksen had already been building vessels in the East
Gippsland area. The Bairnsdale Advertiser and Tambo and Omeo Chronicle dated 26th
November 1885 carried a lengthy report of the launching of the schooner Orbost, which had
been built by him at Bell’s Point. Whilst building a punt for the Tambo Shire he was approached
by local business men of Orbost who were anxious to create a
new company with its own vessel. It was to be one which
would be readily available to carry goods from the Snowy River
to Melbourne. A timber mill had been established at Bell’s
Point in 1883 but at that time it was known as Sheep Station
Point. It was later named Bell’s Point after the original settler of
the area, John Bell. The Orbost was to be completed in Bairnsdale, where Eriksen then lived, but
a launching ceremony was performed at Bell’s Point, where his wife broke a bottle of
champagne over the schooner’s bows.

By October 1888, Eriksen had set up a slip in Paynesville and work was well underway on the
steamer J.C.D. for J.C. Dahlsen. An article which appeared on 6th October in The Bairnsdale
Advertiser and Tambo and Omeo Chronicle gave the following information: “(Eriksen) observed
the opening for a slip at Paynesville and he soon had one.” The Argus of Monday 26th November
1888, as well as local newspapers, reported that the J.C.D. had been successfully launched at
Paynesville.

The Bairnsdale Advertiser and Tambo and Omeo Chronicle dated 3rd October 1889 called for
various tenders in respect of local road works. One of them was for “Clearing from Pier Hotel,
Paynesville to Eriksen’s slip.” On 21st October 1890, the same newspaper called for tenders in
respect of further road clearing. “Contract 4/91 Clearing road from Eriksen’s slip to
Henderson’s, Paynesville.”
After establishing the slip, Eriksen lived in Paynesville with his wife Agnes Emily nee Gott and
three young daughters. Eriksen, known as Sylvius Eriksen and Agnes were married in 1881.
Daughter Emma Sophia Jane was born in 1884 and Alice in 1886. Their third daughter, Sylvia,
was born in 1888.Two years later, tragedy struck the family and their mother Agnes died in
Paynesville. She was buried in Bairnsdale Cemetery on 20th December 1890, making a sad
Christmas for the family. With three children under the age of seven years, Sylvius was in dire
need of someone to care for them. On 20th June 1893 he married again to Charlotte Terrell
Grieve at St John’s Church in Bairnsdale. The marriage certificate confirms his shipbuilding
activities in Paynesville. Charlotte gave her occupation as a housekeeper which may indicate
that she had already been caring for the family in Paynesville.
The Paynesville Slip seems to have been a contentious issue between Bairnsdale and
Paynesville. Whilst Bairnsdale pondered and dithered over building a slip there, Eriksen
established his slip in Paynesville without a great deal of fuss. This issue became known as “The
Slip Question” and in a letter to The Bairnsdale Advertiser and Tambo and Omeo Chronicle,
Eriksen addressed the animosity towards his venture. “When the Government does require the
use of a ‘good slip’. they will no doubt send divers to look for the Bairnsdale one.” At the end of
his somewhat sarcastic letter, he signs himself S. Eriksen Owner Paynesville Slip.
During the years Sylvius Eriksen had the Paynesville slip, he seems to have owned a thriving
business and the Bairnsdale Advertiser and Tambo and Omeo Chronicle often included details of
vessels arriving in Paynesville to be taken into his care.

18th November 1890 P.S. Emu, S.S. Ariel and P.S. Lady of the Lake.
10th July 1891 “The schooner Eliza Davis, having undergone some repairs on Ericksen’s slip at
Paynesville, was towed to the Entrance this week.”
Tues. 3rd October 1893 Our Paynesville Letter “At Mr Ericksen’s slip I hear work goes on briskly.
There are always steamers or vessels of some kind being repaired or altered there.”
10th March 1895 “Paynesville punt at the slip for safety inspection.”
13th July 1895 Our Paynesville Letter “Ericksen’s slip has been engaged this past month with a
Government barge, giving employment to a few hands and relieving the monotony of a fishing
existence.”
In 1890 Sylvius Eriksen was appointed as one of the trustees of Paynesville Cemetery. He also
gave evidence at a Court of Marine Enquiry. An interest in local politics seems apparent when he
was one of a group of Paynesville men requesting, in an open letter, that J. Giles Esq. of
Bengworden stand as a candidate for the South Riding of Bairnsdale election of 1897.
However, Eriksen moved away from Paynesville and his profession as a ship builder. When the
1903 electoral rolls were printed, Sylvius Eriksen and his family had sold the slip and were closer
to Orbost. Sylvius was a miner and his wife Charlotte was a hotel keeper at Bell Bird Creek. In
the ensuing years, Charlotte and her step daughters were “mine hosts” at the Bell Bird Hotel.
Charlotte continued as keeper of the Bell Bird Hotel for many years. The electoral rolls show
that Sylvius had become a farmer by 1914 and was still farming in 1919. Charlotte was no longer
a hotel keeper in 1919 and was living at home. Sylvius died in 1921 and his obituary which
appeared in The Gippsland Times is shown below.

The first sighting found to date of Sylvius in Australia was as a crew member aboard the
Macedon on a voyage from Melbourne to Sydney arriving in Sydney 13th March 1877. He was
working as a carpenter. No doubt his death certificate might provide more concrete evidence of
the timing of his arrival in Australia.

Charlotte died in 1927 in Orbost and the following obituary appeared in The Argus on Friday 29th
July 1927.

Following the departure of Sylvius Eriksen from the Paynesville slip, the business was taken over
by Peter Tierney.

Paynesville Maritime Museum

The Maritime Heritage of Paynesville
Peter Stokes

Abstract:During 2015 Paynesville Maritime Museum revamped its website, part of which was
to include a history of maritime Paynesville. This item is reproduced here as a reference and
guide for those who may not have read it on the PMM website.

The Birth of a Maritime Village
With the opening of the Oakleigh to Sale railway line on the 1st March 1878, Gippsland at long
last had a fast, comfortable, safe and reliable link to Melbourne for both passengers and freight.
The rail connection to the population centres of Melbourne, Geelong, Ballarat and Bendigo
heralded the dawning of a new economic
econom era for Gippsland.
The railway meant that the renowned abundance of fish and game in the Gippsland Lakes would
at last be available to the hungry Melbourne
market. The railway was eagerly anticipated
by Melburnians, as it was hoped that finally
the city
ty would have access to a fishery that
could satisfy demand.
Fishermen from other fisheries in Geelong,
Port Phillip, Western Port and Port Albert
flocked to the Lakes to take advantage of
the opportunities offered here, bringing
their boats and equipment with them. They
established fishermen’s camps known as
fishing stations, dotted in numerous sheltered locations around the Lakes’ shores. In July 1878
approximately sixty men were camped at such a fishing station situated, ‘to the west of
McMillan Straits,, and a short distance from the mouth of Newland’s Backwater.’
Backwater iThe camp was
at the bottom of a hill, densely overgrown with scrub. This location surely must be Paynesville’s
current foreshore reserve. Conveniently the steamer Tanjil already passed through
throug the
McMillan Straits thrice weekly on its regular journey between Bairnsdale and Sale and was able
to collect and deliver the baskets of fish to the Latrobe Bridge on the first leg of their journey to
Melbourne.

By May 1879, this fishing
station had grown as men from
other locations shifted there
because of its central and
convenient location.
Collectively, the camp
residents voted to change the
camp’s name from Toonalook
or Raymond Island to
Paynesville,iimost likely a
gesture of acknowledgement
for the guidance they had
received from the Victoria’s
Chief Fisheries Officer, Captain
C. B. Payne.
John Calvert sketched this camp on Friday 16th May 1879.iii At this time there were
approximately 80 residents, including twenty children and parts of up to 30 families. Many of
the wives and children were away because of the need for the children to attend school. The
fishermen were prepared to build their own schoolhouse if the Education Department would
send a teacher and were confident that if a school and a postal service were available their
numbers would grow.
The sketch clearly depicts the fishermen’s huts, stacks of fish baskets, their tanned fishing nets
spread out to dry, their boats pulled to the shore, firewood cut and stacked to supply the needs
of the passing steamers and in the distance the steamer Kangaroo, upon which John Calvert
arrived,tied up at the landing place. The larger building was a new fish curing enterprise.
The huts in which the fisher folk lived were more or less their tents that had been enclosed with
ti-tree boughs and cane and then thatched with reeds; all materials found in abundance locally.
The hut walls were weatherproof and the ridges of the roof water-proofed with bark and green
hide. The huts were windowless with earthen floors and internal fireplaces made from old nail
cans;although a fewhad chimneys made from poles, interwoven with sticks and rendered with
mud. Inside the huts were ‘snug and comfortable’ and externally protected from the weather by
a substantial palisade of the ti-tree boughs. iv
In only just a few years this fishing station
grew rapidly into a thriving township that in
1883 had a population of about 100.v It
stretched along the margin of the Lake from
the McMillan Straits, past the Toonalook Post
Office and to the Paynesville State School. The
township then had three hotels and several
stores. Whilst the predominant occupation
was and would be for many years fishing, it
was already considered by visitors as a
pleasure resort that could not be surpassed. The fishermen readily took visitors sight-seeing,
fishing, shooting and sailing for only just a small charge.vi Boats were being built, ship building
had commenced and Regattas were starting to be regularly held. Each of these activities,
apparent in just the first few years of settlement, left an indelible mark, still clearly visible in
modern Paynesville’s rich Maritime heritage.

In 1881 the fishermen of Paynesville held Paynesville’s first Annual Easter Regatta offering £30
in prizes as well as two silver watches as trophies. The principal
princip sailing event of the day was won
by John Brown in his 32 foot fishing boat, the Sarah Anne Baker. The Easter Regatta was held
every year for the remainder of the decade and
also on very many occasions since. Regattas have
been an integral part of life in Paynesville and
over the years have variously featured races for
rowing, sailing and fishing boats, for boats with
inboard and outboard motors as well as speed
boats. Paynesville Regattas always shared the day with land sports and family picnics. Today
Paynesville is the home
me of the Gippsland Lakes Yacht Club, the Paynesville Motor Cruiser Club,
the annual destination for the classic Marley Point Overnight Yacht Race and the venue for the
East Gippsland Power Boat Club’s Paynesville Gold Cup.

Paynesville Built Steamers
In 1881, the steamer the Tambo, only the second steamer ever to be built on the Lakes was built
in Paynesville by Captain Archie McAlpine for the Lake’s trade. From the moment the keel was
laid in between the Paynesville and Pier Hotels, the Tambo was the township’s chief topic of
conversation. She was launched to great excitement on Thursday the 18th July 1882; a day locals
thought would ‘long be remembered in the annals
of Paynesville.’vii A Public Holiday was declared in
Bairnsdale and large crowds gathered
gathere to watch the
event that was celebrated in the evening with a
ball at the Paynesville Hotel. Sylvius
Sylv Eriksen, after
building the steamer Ariel and the schooner
Orbost, established the Paynesville Slip Yard here
and in 1888 built the well-known
known steamer the ‘JCD’
for Mr. J. C. Dahlsen. Peter Tierney later acquired
the yards and constructed the S.S. Gippsland, the
largest vessel ever built on the Gippsland Lakes. Built in 1908, again for the Dahlsen family, she
was capable of carrying 450 passengers.
The Paynesville
esville Slip Yard has continued to operate for over one hundred years as a Government
Slip Yard that today is managed by Gippsland Ports. It remains amongst the biggest and busiest
in Victoria.

The “Paynesville” Fishing Boat
As 1882 drew to a close the town folk eagerly watchedwith interestthe construction of what
some considered would be the ‘finest fishing boat afloat in colonial waters. ‘Carvel built and
double planked using Huon pine she was fitted with brass fittings throughout.
throughout. The vessel had
been constructed in a shed behind the Paynesville
Hotel by Mr. Stirling for local fisherman Mr. G. H.
Smith. TheLouisa did not just excel because of the
quality of the workmanship and the materials used
but also because she was considered
dered to be a brand
new design. She was very fine in the bow with her
maximum width of beam very far aft; instead of
forward, as was then normal. Although a relatively
small boat, she was able to carry more astern than
fishing boats more than double her size.
s
Safe and fast

to handle she measured 23 feet 6 inches on the keel , overall 24 feet, had a beam of 7 feet 10
inches, and a depth of 2 feet 2 inches.viii
The number of these wooden fishingboats built in Paynesville since the Louisa is notknown, but
there have been many fishing boats and the smallerseine boats. Whilst somewere built by local
boatbuilders, many were built by the fishermen themselves so that they and their sons,
brothers, nephews and cousins could go fishing and earn a living. Built in their Paynesville
backyards and on Raymond Island, their construction was always a focus for community
interest, discussion and a source of great community pride.
The lastof the very many Paynesville Fishing Boats that were built over the years was the Yappa,
built in a shed at 95 Langford Parade in 1960. However the wooden boat industry continues to
thrive in Paynesville today as yet another new generation of wooden boat builders continue to
ply their ancient craft; not just building new boats, but importantly, faithfully restoring the
classic wooden boats from the past.
In more recent times, fibreglass replicas of the Paynesville fishing boat have been built for
recreational boating.

Tourism
In the early twentieth century Paynesville
became known as ‘the pivot of the
lakes’because most places of interest, such as
Lake King, Lake Victoria, the Back Lakes and
the Ninety-mile beach were within an easy sail
and the township offered excellent
accommodation. As the steamers crisscrossed
the Lakes calling at Bairnsdale, Sale, Mossiface,
Lakes Entrance and Metung they paused at the
village wharf that very often had steamers and
schooners waiting for a berth. Excursionists could alight and engage a motor launch complete
with tent, camping equipment and a guide to enable them to explore the many lovely bays and
backwaters. A sailing boat regularly departed from Paynesville taking tourists to tourist
accommodation at Ocean Grange, between the Ninety-mile Beach and the Bunga Arm and
overlooking the Bass Strait.
Paynesville remains to this day an important hub for tourism on the Gippsland Lakes.
Fishing continued to be the principal occupation of
Paynesville residents for almost a century. There were
approximately just over 200 registered fishing boats
here at the time of the First World War. The
Fishermen’s Wharf on the McMillan Straits was a hive
of activity, ice was manufactured there and it was here
that the fish were packed in ice and put in boxes for
delivery to Bairnsdale to be railed to Melbourne.
In the latter part of the twentieth century the fishing industry gradually declined as fish stocks
declined and today what was once Paynesville’s very raison d’etre is a shadow of if its former
self.

However, even though almost all of the fishermen are gone and a restaurant now stands on
Fishermen’s Wharf where the ice-works once were, many important relics of Paynesville’s rich
Maritime Heritage are carefully preserved in the collections of the Paynesville Maritime
Museum. Here visitors can discover the township’s rich Maritime heritage through the
museum’s displays. The visitor may also choose to take a rewarding stroll along Langford
Parade and view fishermen’s cottages that in 1885 were described as being numerous,
impressive, neat and commodious, or follow the Paynesville Maritime Museum’s Heritage Trail
from the Fishermen’s Wharf to Sunset Cove. A stroll along Paynesville’s many jetties and
marinas will reward the visitor with glimpses of Paynesville Fishing boats, many lovingly
restored and cherished by their new owners and now used for pleasure; built by fishermen so
that they and their families could go fishing and earn a living.

•
•
i

(Lakes Fisheries - Fishing Station West of McMillan Straits, 1878)
(Carstairs, Early History of the Fishing Industry in the Gippsland Lakes)
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(Fishing Station, Gippsland Lakes, 1879)
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(Launching of the Steamer Tambo, 1882)
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(Our Paynesville Letter- The Louisa, 1882)
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The Burrabogie Story in Pictures
Rob Cook

Abstract: This year, 2015, is 130 years since Captain James Bull brought the paddle steamer
Burrabogie around to the Gippsland Lakes from the Murray River where she was built and
operated. To celebrate the subsequent working life of a piece of Lakes history we have put
together this photo essay of an honest trader.

PS Burrabogie
Burrabogie was built in Echuca in 1874 by Webb and Wilson of local redgum.

Paynesville Maritime Museum
Paynesville and the Great War
Christine Svenson and Rob Cook

Abstract: This document is based on the joint Paynesville Maritime Museum and
Paynesville RSL presentation made as part of History Week 2015. It utilises material
researched by two very capable and enthusiastic people in Sandra Hargreaves and
Christine Svenson and we thank them for their work which will benefit Paynesville for
many years to come.
Sources used included official government records, ancestry.com and that invaluable
tool of Trove, the digitisation of Australian newspapers of the time which gave reliable
results that may not have been available to previous researchers.

In commemoration of the Paynesville men who served in WW1, this story is about the
village of Paynesville during the Great War of 1914‐18.

Background
Firstly though, some background about the development of Paynesville and the type of
people who were living there come 1914.
The local area was settled by farmers in the early 1870s and there were probably one or
two fishermen serving the local market but unable to get fresh fish to Melbourne. This
changed with the coming of the railway to Sale in 1878 making it possible to freight fresh
fish to the Melbourne markets after steamers took the fish from Paynesville to Sale.
By the end of 1878 there were 80 fishing families settled in a “village” about where the
Progress Jetty is today. They had come from Westernport, Port Albert and Portarlington.
At the end of 1878 Captain Payne the Victorian Fisheries Officer came to the district to
sort out complaints from the gentrified recreational fishermen that the commercial
fishermen were over exploiting the fish. Not only did he resolve the matter but so
impressed the fishermen that they named their village “Paynesville”.

In the depression of the 1890s the government paid unemployed men (and their
families) to take up farming allotments on the Silt Jetties. These were too small to be
effective and many shifted to Raymond Island and became fishermen.
By 1910 Paynesville was a mature
fishing port with wharf, iceworks
and boatbuilding support services.
The first motorised fishing boats
were proving faster than those
persisting with sail. The steamers
ran a regular service to take
Paynesville fish to the sale railhead.
Still the village was but sparsely
populated, this picture is taken from
Langford Parade along the
Esplanade.

The Patriotic Fund
Come 1914 and patriotism was coming to the fore.
War broke out on 4th August 1914. Just over 3 weeks later, on 29th August, the
Paynesville Patriotic Committee was formed to raise funds for the war effort – one of the
first communities to do so.
Euchre tournaments and dances were popular and well‐supported by the community.
Chairman A.J. Gilsenan and the Patriotic
Committee appealed to the residents of
Paynesville and a monthly subscription list
was established, with funds being collected
on a regular basis right up until the end of
the war. A.J. Gilsenan and Stanley Orames
would go around and collect these
donations.
In July 1915, AJ Gilsenan and the
Fishermen’s Association appealed to the
local fishermen to help raise funds, and
more than 60 agreed to donate 2 ½% of
their net takings each week. Later on this was increased to 5%. (1 shilling in the pound)
In October 1916 the primary school requested the help of the fishermen to provide
comforts for the wounded soldiers in Caulfield Soldiers Hospital, and as a result the
fishermen gave the proceeds of one night’s catch to the fund. 75 boxes of fish, weighing
over 2 ton and valued at more than £60, were despatched freight‐free to the wounded
men in Melbourne’s military hospitals. AJ Gilsenan provided the ice for shipping free of
charge, too.
At home, the Patriotic Committee also looked after the wives of soldiers at the front,
providing wood to keep the home fires burning and helping with monetary donations.

They were particularly keen to encourage children “who possess sufficient talent” to
continue their education beyond the primary stage, providing financial assistance if
needed, saying “a soldier’s children deserve the very best the country can give them”.
As soldiers returned home they were given a Welcome Home social and presented with
a Certificate of Appreciation and a cheque for £25 to help them get re‐established. This
monetary gift was not a regular practice in other communities, and was only made
possible by the efforts of the local fishermen. Special “In Memoriam” certificates were
presented to the relatives of the fallen soldiers.
Over the period of the war, the fishermen raised £941 (about $90,000 in current money)
and the community raised a further £251 through the subscription program, in addition
to the efforts of other community groups like the School.
The local newspaper reported “For its size and wealth, Paynesville promises to place
itself on top in the list of givers to patriotic funds”.

Enlistment
As fishing was a “protected industry” some Paynesville men enlisted in Melbourne and
other towns. Thomas Haylock, whose military career we will loosely follow, was one of
these and shipped off to Gallipoli early.
By 1915 a need for “more men” was obvious and recruitment drives were common in
country towns. Paynesville had it’s turn on 26 July 1915 and ten volunteers stepped
forward after a rousing community event and exhortations.
Thus began the great adventure, eight Paynesville boys
found themselves on the Persic bound for Egypt. What a
wonderland it must have been to disembark in Cairo for
things that they would, at best, have seen in schoolbooks.
Thomas Hamilton was a prolific letter writer and compared Egypt to Gippsland in places.
Not for long and shortly they were off to war, with Tom Haylock being torpedoed on the
way as recorded in this letter to his mother.

At Gallipoli
Gallipoli has been well written about and we need not go over that again here.
Thomas Haylock was the first local man to be killed at Gallipoli in WW1, 100 years ago
this month (October 2015). He and his brother Fred embarked together. Fred came
home in 1918 and lived on Raymond Island until his death in 1954.
Charles Tait the first man to embark from this area, in December 1914, and was severely
wounded at Lone Pine, suffering among other things, a broken back. He died in January
1916 from his injuries. A nurse wrote to his family “I have seen brave boys, but your son
was the bravest of any I have seen. His chums say the same of him”.
Not much appeared in the local press about the situation at Gallipoli even though the
British Parliament were screaming to get out. As is well known the evacuation was
successful and off to the Western Front they went to join with the later shiploads from
Australia.
The Western Front
Most of the young men from this area fought in France and Belgium. There was nothing
glamorous about trench life. World War 1 trenches were dirty, smelly and riddled with
disease. For soldiers, life in the trenches meant living in fear. In fear of diseases (like
cholera and trench foot) and of course, the constant fear of enemy attack.
Another 12 of our men died during the long campaign. Very few came back unscathed.
Trench warfare WW1 style is something all participating countries vowed never to
repeat and the facts make it easy to see why.
When it was Over
1918 and it all was all over – but things would never be the same again after they had
seen the world. In the years after the war, only about a quarter of those who enlisted
from here continued to make this area their home. Many did not return to fishing or
farming.
Now some post WW1 stories from Paynesville and district
An enduring Paynesville story is that of Jean Berthe. Although he was not an ANZAC who
fought during World War 1, Jean’s story is closely linked to one of our ANZACs. Jean was
born c.1906 in Amiens, France where his earliest years were spent.
As the German forces retreated following their unsuccessful attack on Amiens in 1918,
Jean Berthe was apparently found kneeling over a member of his family, who had been
killed. The 3rd. Pioneer Bn. was engaged in repairing damaged infrastructure and came across a
distraught Jean. He had lost his entire family and the future was bleak for him.
Jean became the mascot of the 3rd Pioneers and travelled with them, no doubt as part of their
transported cargo. Kitbags and blankets were carried in G.S. wagons as the 3rd Pioneers moved
through France. This supports the anecdotes that he was hidden in a kitbag.

When many of the 3rd Pioneers returned to Melbourne aboard the troopship Karagola in June
1919, young Jean was with them. He was brought to Gippsland by Pte. Robert Simpson and
welcomed into his family.
Bob Simpson was a fisherman of Paynesville and as Jean
became an adult, he too became a fisherman here. He was
part of a successful Paynesville football team about 1929
and became a well‐known local figure as “the Frenchman”.
He lived in Paynesville at the corner of Langford Parade and
King Street. In later years he was an employee at the
Government slipyard.

Less lucky was Jim Campbell, wounded and perpetually in pain to finally miss his footing
in the boat and drowning. He was buried in an unmarked grave in the Paynesville
Cemetery.
It took until the mid 1920s but eventually the good people of the village felt time enough
had passed and an “Avenue of Honour” of Cypress pines was planted along the
Esplanade. Thomas Haylock was commemorated by the third tree east of where the
Craft Centre now stands.
Joe Birrell died in France manning a machine
gun and at the time of the Avenue being
established his family, who lived on what is now
called Newlands Arm, planted a tree on Butlers
Point where it stands today on the alignment of
the Paynesville trees and visible from the family
home. This is one of the last memorial trees and
it is to be hoped that it will prevail against
disease and bureaucracy.
What Now?
To make the research publicly available both the RSL and the Museum are publishing
regular “bulletins” of what was happening 100 years ago and it is planned that these will
eventually be put into a joint book.
As well the RSL will be placing interpretive signs in the new garden to reflect upon those
who served and those who did not come home as well as the support that was given by
the people of Paynesville.
Thank you for this opportunity.

Paynesville Maritime Museum

Faces and Places – finding Victor Gotch
Peter Stokes, Sandra Hargreaves
and Rob Cook
“Faces and Places” is somewhere that we can run follow‐up items relating to articles in previous
issues of The PMM Journal. This time we have been able to identify the SS Gippsland designer
Victor Gotch from a photo in a local family collection
This photo is from the PMM Collection, the boat is the Ellen and is was taken on Newlands
Backwater in 1909:

An interesting old photograph with a largely indecipherable list of names on the back – until you
really study the names and then the importance of the day becomes evident.
Amongst the ladies are Mrs Buchanan whose husband supplied the engine and boiler for SS
Gippsland and Mrs Tierney wife of the builder. Standing just behind the mast is Victor Gotch and
his son is on the bow.
Young Walter Gotch was later to
teach at his father’s college where J
C Bull learnt about boat design.
In shirtsleeves is a Mr Robinson who
may well have been the owner of
the fishing ketch “Unique” also in
Issue 1 of The PMM Journal, with a
young Tom Robinson on the bow.

If you have any snippet of information on anything published in The PMM Journal that may
enlighten readers then please send it in to enquire@pmm.org.au .

